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Course description 

International conflicts can be extremely complex situations. It can be difficult to identify their 

causes and even the emergence of a peace process and a certain level of pacification. Ruptures 

and spoilers seemingly quickly destroy all confidence and progress achieved. Conflict 

management techniques do little to transition situations towards resolution and a positive 

peace. Deep-rotted, historical grievances can still weigh heavily on leaders’ minds and the 

absence of reconciliation compound issues to be tackled at the negotiation table. The 

involvement external parties that seek personal gain or extend their influence further 

complicate our ability do breakdown a conflict. As such, this course seeks to introduce 

students to the art of conflict analysis. 
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