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Introduction

This class has as its objective to make students understand how and why we use critical
theory. We will go over the history of literary critical theory from the 19th century to the
present day, and in each class, students will learn how to manipulate the technical
language of each critical approach. Using a number of prose and poetry texts belonging
to the canon, we will successively study traditional approaches (historical,
autobiographical and moral-philosophical) as well as other approaches which have
shaped the way we read and understand texts: formalism, structuralism, narratology,
psychoanalysis, Marxism, feminism, postcolonialism, decolonialism, ecocriticism and
posthumanism. The texts with which we will be working with will be posted on the
platform throughout the semester.

Further Reading:
Barry, Peter. An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory. 4th ed., Manchester
University Press, 2017

Objectives

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

- Understand why and how academics, students and critics use critical theory
- Know about the history of literary theory from the 19th century to the present
- Be familiar with the tools that each critical approach tends to favour

- Choose pertinent critical approaches and tools to analyse texts

Admission

Prerequisite
Prerequisites training

B2 level of English.

Program

Methods of Instruction
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Duration

1 semester

Teaching languages
« English
Conditions of submission
If you need more information about

this course, kindly send an email to:
incomingdri@icp.fr
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Lectures
Contact hours per week: 2h

Assessment and Final Grade

One take-home assignment to be handed in on week 6
One in-class essay on week 11.

Course Requirements

Attendance every week
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