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Introduction
The course offers an introduction to comparative law, aimed at familiarizing students 
with the distinctive features of comparative legal analysis — namely, the study of 
national legal systems from a comparative perspective.
Although interest in the comparison of laws is as old as legal science itself, the 
development of comparative law as an autonomous academic discipline is a relatively 
recent phenomenon. Its growth can be attributed in particular to the intensification of 
exchanges between States and the gradual convergence of legal systems within 
integrated geographical areas.
Comparative law aims at studying and confronting the various legal systems of the 
world, highlighting their similarities and differences. The comparative approach seeks to 
investigate the underlying reasons for these convergences and divergences. Beyond 
merely describing the positive law in force in other countries, it strives to understand the 
logics, structures, representations, and principles that shape legal systems.
Comparative law thus serves several purposes: enriching legal science; improving 
domestic law; enhancing understanding of foreign legal systems; strengthening 
international relations; and contributing to the unification and harmonization of national 
laws. Moreover, comparative legal analysis encourages critical thinking about law, by 
revealing the influence of cultural, historical, and institutional factors on the way each 
society conceives and structures its legal system.
This course aims to explore the main theoretical issues and the practical questions 
raised by comparative law, emphasizing that law is fundamentally a social and cultural 
phenomenon, rooted in wider traditions. Comparative law provides an opportunity for 
meaningful dialogue between legal cultures. By focusing on “the Other’s law”, it invites 
viewing one’s own legal system from a different perspective, and promotes a new way 
of thinking about law, which embraces the diversity of possible responses to a given 
legal problem.

Objectives

This course intends to introduce students to the comparative law approach by providing 
them with the tools to understand its purposes, methodology and limits. Through this 
introduction, the course also seeks to raise students’ awareness of the importance of 
legal culture, a fundamental component of general culture, as well as the variety of legal 
thinking across the world.

More precisely, this course pursues several complementary objectives:
• To reflect on theoretical and practical issues of comparative law, that is, to understand 
the purposes of comparative legal analysis, the principles guiding the comparison of 
legal systems, and the specific methodological challenges involved. Students should 
therefore be
able to identify the key issues, objectives, and methodological constraints of 
comparative legal analysis.
• To identify the major legal traditions (or "legal families") and to understand the origin 
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and development of different legal systems. Students should be familiar with the 
essential features of the main legal traditions (civil law, common law, customary law, 
mixed legal systems, etc.) and understand the underlying logics that shape them.
• To analyze and compare the responses provided by different legal systems to the 
same legal issue, identifying the underlying factors of convergence or divergence. 
Students should be able, given a specific legal problem, to compare several solutions 
from distinct systems and understand their justifications.
• To develop critical thinking about law through comparative analysis, by transcending a 
compartmentalized view of legal disciplines to apprehend the overall coherence of 
normative systems within their social, historical, cultural, and institutional contexts. 
Students should be
able to perceive law as a cultural phenomenon and to situate a rule or institution within a 
broader framework of references specific to each legal tradition.

Course Outline
Introduction: What is Comparative Law?
I. The History of Comparative Law
II. The Functions of Comparative Law
III. The Use of Comparative Law Arguments
Part 1. Comparative Legal Method
Part 2. Major Legal Traditions
Title 1. The Romano-Germanic Tradition
Title 2. Common Law
Chapter 1. The United Kingdom
Chapter 2. The United States of America
Title 3. Other Legal Traditions
Part 3. Applied Comparative Study: Statutory Law Across Legal Traditions

Admission

Prerequisite

Prerequisites training

None.

Level B2.

Program

Methods of Instruction

Lecture course.

Assessment and Final Grade

The written assessment, lasting one hour, will take the form of a multiple-choice questionnaire (MCQ) covering the key concepts 
addressed during the course.

Course Requirements

Regular attendance.
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